
1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In This Issue 
 

From the President              2 

Social News                            3 - 7 

Upcoming Events: 

*Kouvendes                                  8 

*Spies-Women in War               8 

*Art Exhibition                           9 

*Rembetika talk                        10 

*Centenary HCWA                   11 

*Cazzie Ladies (Megisti)          11 

*Garden Renovations               12 

*Cazzie Cooking Class       13-14 

*National Conference          15-17 

Past Events: 

Apokries                                     18 

Puzzles by Pantazis                   19 

Women in War                          20 

Independence Day-Old&New  21 

National Archives                      22 

The Roll (old memberships)     22 

Form: previous member           23 

Port Pirie Visit                           24 

Dr Stan’s Corner                       25 

Writer’s Podium                        26 

Book Profile                       27 – 28 

Cazzie Tribute: G. Mavros       29 

House Hire                                 30 

Contacts                                     30 

Bank Details                              30 

Donations                                   31 

Advertisements                 32 

Megisti Messenger 
Newsletter of the 

Castellorizian 

Association of WA Inc 

160 Anzac Road 

Mt Hawthorn WA 6016 

Tel: 94432110 
 

 
 

 

 

April 18th 2023 Volume 16, Issue 2 

 

 

 

Community Art Exhibition 
 

 
 

 
 

The Hellenic Women’s Art Group 

Saturday 6 May / Sunday 7 May 2023 
(See page 9 for details) 

 

 
 

 

Men’s 

 
 

21 April – Lamb on a Spit  
FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER 

From 5.30 for 6.00pm start 

Please contact Jim Manifis  (M: 0433 165 601) 
 

 

 

 

FORTHCOMING 

EVENTS AT CAZZIE 

HOUSE 
 

*21 April Happy Hour 

*29 April Kouvenda 

*2 May Cazzie Ladies 

*6-7 May Art Exhibition 

*13 May  Cazzie      

                 Cooking Class 

*27 May Kouvenda 

*24 June Kouvenda 

*1 July CAWA Subs due 

*9 July Rembetika Talk 

*20 -23 Oct KCA  

         Perth Conference 

CONTACT EDITOR 

ANITA VERNE 

0407 922 783 

anita@halmac.com.au 
to submit articles or 

social news by July 2023 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE NEWS 
The National Kastellorizian Council of Australia Conference is in Perth 

October 20 – 23    … see pages 15 - 17 . 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 

The Apokries function was a great success and enjoyed by all who attended. The entertainment provided by 

Michael Anastas and his band along with international singer Apostolos Fotiadis was very entertaining. On the 

night, we celebrated the birthday of Tony Koufos who turned 94 years of age. Also in attendance was Jack 

Pitsikas whom we believe is the oldest Castellorizian in Australia at the age of 104. On the night, Jack imparted 

some words of wisdom.  

Over the last couple of months we have had a number of events which have been held at Castellorizian House. Firstly, we had a 

presentation by Dr Pantazis Houlis, mathematician and engineer, who presented the history of Castellorizo with his knowledge of 

unexplored land and many unknown facts about the island. His talented and educational puzzle display has received international 

recognition. Secondly, we had Prof. Dr. Anastasios M Tamis presenting on the Greek-Turkish relations from 1912 -2002. Thirdly, 

the Castellorizian Association of WA together with the Friends of ANZAC Cottage are presenting a series of lectures under the 

heading Women in War.  

The Castellorizian Association of WA is hosting the national conference for the KCA commencing on October 20 until 

October 23. You will find enclosed in the Megisti Messenger the full program and also a colour insert of the registration 

form. We would like as many of our members as possible to register to receive the Early Bird discount of $100 per person 

for the full package.  

We sent out invitations to organisations, companies and individuals asking for support in the form of sponsorship money as 

the costs of the conference are very high. To those who received this request, if your intentions are to support our 

organisation, your response would be appreciated as soon as possible as we are trying to finalise the budget.  

Unfortunately, Steve Filmer has resigned from the committee due to personal reasons. I’d like to thank him for his services over the 

last five years. Our new treasurer is Manuel  Stamatiou whom I’m sure will be an asset to our committee and Association. I thank 

Manuel for taking on the role of Treasurer as it is one of the most important positions on the committee. 

The Saturday Kouvenda morning, started in 2019, has been a great initiative and brings a lot of people into our clubrooms. It’s a 

good opportunity for members to bring friends for a catch-up, or to have a Greek coffee and sweets, and to stay in touch with what’s 

going on. It’s also a time to purchase Cazzie merchandise or to join the Association. Thank you to the team of volunteers who  set 

this up each month. 

Two prominent members of our community passed away recently. Professor Byron Kakulas made important worldwide 

contributions in his field of medicine. Condolences to Byron’s wife, Valerie, and family. Theo Kakulas founded Kakulas and 

Kakulas with his brother Bartley in 1957, a legal firm which is well-known for its work in motor vehicle injury claims. I would like 

to pass on my condolences to Loula and family. Both Byron and Theo were regular supporters of the Cazzie Friday night “Happy 

Hour” and their participation in this gathering is missed. 

I would like to take this opportunity to pass on my condolences  to the Tsolakis family from the President, the committee, and 

members of the Castellorizian Association of WA on the passing of their mother and grandmother. Lola Tsolakis was heavily 

involved on the committee of CAWA along with her husband Michael. We must always remember the work of previous Presidents 

and committee members who have made a huge contribution to our Association.  

Jim Manifis 
President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Val, Byron and Baci - the two great loves of his life. 

The Cazzie Tribute in the Megisti Messenger 2014 Sept Vol. 7 Issue 4 was 
dedicated to Professor Byron Kakulas. The link is: 

http://www.cazziewa.org.au/downloads/MegistiMessenger/ 

http://www.cazziewa.org.au/downloads/MegistiMessenger/
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SOCIAL NEWS 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

VALE 
Deepest sympathy to the family and friends of: 
 

➢ KAKULAS Byron AO Jan. 12, 2023 

➢ PETRIDIS Winifred (Winnie) Jan. 22, 2023 

➢ NICOLAKIS Eugenia (Evelyn) Feb. 7, 2023 

➢ TSOLAKIS Lola (nee Simeon) Feb. 18, 2023 

➢ KARASAVAS Agapitos (NSW) Feb. 24, 2023 

➢ KAKULAS Theofilos (Theo) Feb. 27, 2023 

➢ SAMIOTIS Tony G. March 21, 2023 

➢ KAILIS Evangelos March 30, 2023 

➢ ELDER Tony April 7, 2023 

➢ HOULIS Pantazis (Peter) Nicholas April 7 (WA) 

➢ ATZEMIS Phillip April 12, 2023 

Byron Arthur Kakulas  
(29 March 1932 – 11 Jan 2023) 

 

Val Kakulas and family wish to thank extended family, 

friends and colleagues who offered the many expressions 

of love and support as they mourned the passing of a 

much-loved husband, father, grandfather and great 

grandfather. 
 

Byron Arthur Kakulas was born on March 29, 1932 in 

Perth, Western Australia, to parents, Arthur Kakulas and 

Philia (Diamantis) Kakulas. He had a happy childhood, 

working in his father’s fruit shop, watching cowboy movies 

at the Saturday afternoon picture shows, and enjoying long 

summer holidays swimming, eating fish and chips, and 

playing in the sand dunes with his cousin Mickey at 

Scarborough beach. 

Tragically, Byron’s parents both died within ten years of 

each other leaving him in his early twenties as the 

responsible person for the welfare of his three young sisters, 

Kathleen, Christine and Alice. Byron studied hard to 

become a doctor, supporting them emotionally and 

financially. 

In 1961, he married the love of his life, Valerie Patsoyannis 

and over the next decade had three children, Phillip, Felice 

and Carolyn. He was generous and loving to his children, 

grandchildren and recently great grandchild and that love 

was returned bountifully. The whole family would often 

join Val and Byron in their home on Kastellorizo. 

There was nothing Byron looked forward to more than 

being in this ancestral place with Val and very often the 

kids. He would awaken at 4am every morning to sit on his 

upstairs balcony overlooking the kordoni observing the 

vessels coming into port and the dawn and daylight 

awakening of the island. He loved speaking Greek and 

conversing with the locals and other Australian visitors. 

He was responsible for championing a big fundraiser 

amongst Australian Cazzies to improve the school 

children’s bathroom facilities on the island. He had a 

tremendous knowledge of the Greek language and history 

of the island. Because of this he was asked to launch John 

Yiannakis’ and other writer’s books and give talks at Cazzie 

House. He believed in supporting the Cazzie Association, 

especially by being a regular attendee of the Cazzie men’s 

get-together on Friday nights. 

In his professional and personal life he was a great 

communicator, mentor and advocate. He was 

internationally renowned for his research on the 

regeneration of human muscle with special application to 

muscular dystrophy which led to the improved life 

expectancy and quality of life of muscular dystrophy 

patients around the world. Amongst many other 

achievements and milestones in his career, in 1982 Byron 

established the Neuromuscular Research Institute which, in 

2017, became the Perron Institute, ensuring that this work 

will be carried on by current and future generations of 

medical researchers. A true international citizen. 

He died after a short illness with his loving family by his 

side on 11 January 2023.  He is greatly missed by all. 

 
 

Bereavement Thank You 

Lola Tsolakis 
14 July 1927 - 18 February 2023 

 

The family of the late Lola Tsolakis would like to thank 

family, friends and community members for their kind 

expressions of sympathy in the passing of their much-loved 

mother, grandmother and great grandmother on the 18 

February 2023. She was born on 14 July 1927 on the island of 

Kastellorizo. She was 95 and while she lived a long life, her 

loss is deeply felt.  

Max, Marilyn, Ian and families would like to thank those who 

attended the funeral on the 2nd of March and/or their messages 

of sympathy in The West Australian, flowers, cards, phone 

calls and donations to the Castellorizian Association of WA, 

the Cathedral of Saints Constantine and Helene and 

Evangelismos Church. Your expressions of sympathy have 

been heartfelt and comforting. She was respected and will be 

fondly remembered for always being welcoming, gracious, 

loving and kind.  

Lola served on the Castellorizian Association of WA, the 

Women’s Sub-Committee and  the Ladies’ Auxiliary and 

worked tirelessly over many years to support them. 

May she rest in peace with her beloved Michael. 

We welcome social news. Please email your desired 

text and a photo to the editor anita@halmac.com.au (M 

0707 922 783) or to one of the committee members. 

Anita Verne 

mailto:anita@halmac.com.au
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SOCIAL NEWS 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Congratulations on your birthday! 
 

❖ Jack Pitsikas – 104 on April 2, 2023 

❖ Andonis Koufos – 94 on February 19, 2023 

❖ Joy Loukas – 91 on  February 2, 2023 

❖ Kathleen Malaxos – 91 on February 27, 2023 

❖ Chrys Anastas – 91 on February 29, 2023 
 

Milestone birthday: 90th 
❖ Crystal Psaltis (nee Kailis) – 90 on March 6 

❖ Peter M. Panegyres – 90 on April 11 
 

Milestone birthday: 80th 
❖ Valerie Kakulas (nee Patsoyiannis) – 80 on Jan. 29 

❖ Lefki Kailis (nee Mathews) – 80 on February 25 

❖ Paul Miriklis – 80 on March 17 

❖ Van Panegyres – 80 on April 10 
 

Milestone Birthday: 70th 
❖ Stacey Doucas (nee Pantelis) – 70 on February 8 

❖ Merrill Kostarelas (nee Kannis) – 70 on April 16 

❖ Irene Malaxos (nee Lekias) – 70 on April 6 

90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
 

On March 6 Crystal Psaltis celebrated her 90th birthday among 

family at Ischia Restaurant in Mt Lawley. Crystal would like to 

thank everyone for their well wishes, cards, phone calls, flowers 

and visits. She was very touched by all the love she received. 
 

 
 

MORNING TEA CELEBRATION  

for 80th  
 

Lefki Kailis celebrated her 80th birthday with a morning tea at 

Freshwaters Cafe with family members on February 27. Ever 

youthful, Lefki has not slowed down and still maintains a full 

diary of volunteer commitments. Congratulations Lefki. 
 

Cousin Valerie Kakulas and Lefki Kailis are shown below; 

they are just one month apart in age. Happy Birthday! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

STACEY CELEBRATES HER 70th  
 

Stacey Doucas's 70th birthday on 8 February was celebrated at  

home with a family lunch and also at the Duxton Hôtel with a 

ladies High Tea on 12 February.  

Below: Greg and Stacey Doucas with sympatheroi Sina and 

Robert Taborsky at home in Nedlands. 

 
Below with daughters who hosted the high tea: Christine 

Di Pietro, Jacqueline Bellantoni and Elisia Taborsky. 
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GOLDEN 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
 

Congratulations to Chris and Cynthia Christie (nee 

Haratzis) who were married 50 years ago on March 4, 

1973, at the Greek Orthodox Church of Saints Constantine 

and Helene in Northbridge. Their wedding reception was 

held at the Onslow Reception Centre. The groom is brother 

to CAWA member Yvonne Nicholls and Max Tsolakis 

was best man. 
 

 

CHRISTENING 
 

A happy affair took place last January 21 at the church of 

Saints Constantine and Helene with the baptism of 7-month-

old baby Christian Angelo Bellantoni. A celebratory lunch 

was held next door at Hellenic Community of WA hall. 

Below: Parents Jacqueline and Luigi, Godparents 

Christine Di Pietro and Girolamo Maio, with Father 

Terry. 
 

 
 

PREVELLY WEDDING 

 
 

Eliza and Adam Fowler were married at St John the Theologian in Prevelly, WA, in January. Father Evan explained the history 

of the church and its interesting connection to Preveli in Crete. The newlyweds have planned their belated honeymoon mid-year 

to visit the Preveli monastery in Crete and are looking forward to returning to Castellorizo after falling in love with the island 

on a previous trip.  
 

The reception at The White Elephant was a perfect coastal setting, celebrating with Greek dancing and plate smashing. Eliza is 

the daughter of Philip and Gia Bullock (née Manifis). 

ENGAGEMENT    
 

Sam and Connie Barris together with Peter and Rose Kalaf 

are excited to announce the recent engagement of Nicholas 

Barris and Vanessa Kalaf.  
 

Congratulations to both families! 
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YOUNG COMPOSER WINS 

 
 

Young Australian-Greek composer, Klearhos Andritsos 

Murphy, has won a national award, the Willoughby 

Symphony Orchestra Young Composer of the Year award 

for 2023. His work, Prayer for Makronissosi is dedicated to 

his great-grandfather and to all those detained during the 

Greek Civil War (1946–49). 

Klearhos explained “The lyrics are based on a traditional 

Greek Orthodox prayer used for times of hardship. “Being a 

‘Prayer for Makronissos’, the musical material utilises 

Byzantine and Greek folk theory for its melodic and 

harmonic language, as well as rich orchestral timbres that 

help to elevate the prayer to a state of fulfilment, longing and 

optimism.”1 

Klearhros completed his schooling in Perth and at WAAPA, 

and is now Melbourne-based. His parents, Brett and Mala 

Murphy and his grandparents, Klearhros and Maria 

Andritsos are very proud of his many achievements, 

including his scholarship to attend the Melbourne 

Conservatory of Music to study for his Masters of Music 

(Research). More can be read about Klearhos in the 

Limelight magazine in an article by Jason Blake on 28 

March, 2023 titled “Willoughby Symphony Orchestra 

announces 2023 Young Composer of the Year”  

Reference 1. www.limelightmagazine.com.au/news  

Zempilas Family Gathering 

Great-grandparents Anthony and Jessie Zempilas recently hosted their ever-expanding family when some members of the 

family, who now live in Rhodes, visited Perth. The photo shows them, in no particular order: 

From Rhodes: Roslyn & Emmanuel Geronikolas, their son Nicholas Geronikolas, and their daughter Maria with husband 

Nicholas Saris. 

From Perth: Tony and Jessie Zempilas; Tony’s brother Con Zempilas; Basil & Amy Zempilas; Diane & Kevin Kounis and 

their offspring with spouses Deborah & Michael Spartalis; Jessica & Julian Pritchard; Georgia & Andrew Bouhlas. And all the 

great-grandchildren. 

SCHOLARLY ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Theo Battalis and Alex Sgambelluri who 

achieved scores of 99.4 and 98.8 respectively on their recent 

year 12 ATAR exams.  
 

Theo and Alex are the grandsons of Artemis Battalis. Theo is 

studying a Bachelor of Engineering and a Bachelor of Science 

degree at UWA, and Alex is studying a Bachelor of Molecular 

Science degree and Master of Biochemistry at UWA. Well 

done Theo and Alex! 

 
 

 
 

Photo: L-R Theo Battalis, Artemis Battalis and Alex 

Sgambelluri 

https://limelightmagazine.com.au/writer/jason-blake
http://www.limelightmagazine.com.au/news
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EPIPHANY CELEBRATIONS 2023 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

LOCAL HISTORY NEWS 
CITY OF VINCENT 

By Anita Verne 

 

The latest edition of Vincent’s Local History News featured Peter Kalaf as its 

“Heritage Hero”. Peter has shared many great photos and stories with the 

library, as well as his invaluable collection of Business Directories which helps 

identify and locate bygone businesses in the area. His parents were from 

Castellorizo, and Peter grew up in West Perth, working as a panel beater for 

most of his life. “Peter’s energy and enthusiasm for work is matched only by 

his passion for local history,” said the librarian. “He has a sharp memory for 

detail on just about any place or person in the Perth area, and a keen eye for 

local memorabilia. Peter’s generosity in sharing his books and photos and 

papers with us makes him our latest heritage hero.”1 

Peter has also been a contributor to the Culture and Heritage collection at 

Castellorizian House and we thank him for his contribution to us and to the 

wider community. Congratulations, Peter. 

 

Reference: 

1. ‘Heritage Hero: Peter Kalaf’, Local History News Quarterly, January - 

March 2023, Vol.13 No.1, City of Vincent Library 
 

By Marie Antonas Webster 
 
 

A Castellorizian featured in the annual Epiphany swim this 

year!  

This year, Epiphany service was held on Jan 8, 2023, at the 

church of Saint Nektarios. It commemorates the baptism of 

Jesus in the River Jordan. Following the church service, the 

annual retrieval of the Holy Cross took place at Matilda Bay 

Reserve in Crawley. In attendance were priests from all 

parishes as well as the Greek consul and president of the Greek 

Community, along with a large crowd. His Grace, Bishop 

Elpidios, officiated the ceremonies, blessing the twenty 

swimmers participating and offering words of encouragement 

and wisdom. 

Sixteen-year-old Guildford Grammar student, Harrison 

Nicholas Webster, retrieved the Holy Cross from the waters. 

Harrison was then presented with a gold cross, donated by the 

Gogos family. The cross is a symbol of the tradition and history 

of the event and Harrison feels honoured to have received such 

a spiritual blessing and wears his cross every day. 

Harrison is the son of Nick and Marie Webster (nee Antonas) 

and grandson of Dr Nicholas Antonas (dec) and Eva Antonas. 

Proud “Yiayia Eva” was present and was overjoyed to see her 

grandson blessed with the cross.  

For all the participants, the Epiphany celebrations are a 

meaningful experience bringing them closer to their faith, their 

community and to each other. 

 
 

L to R: Harrison’s yiayia, Eva Antonas, His Grace Bishop 

Elpidios of Kyaneon and Harrison Webster. 

 

https://library.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/library/Assets/ClientData/1302_-_History_Newsletter_Jan-March23_v5_SCREEN.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

Cazzie Kouvendes 
 

Join us at Cazzie House for a coffee and a chat on the last Saturday of each month from 10.00am until 

1.00pm 

A family friendly gathering with something for everyone: 
• Greek music, glyka and coffee 

• Cazzie company, conversation and connection 

• Children’s activities 

• Access to CAWA library and Community Room 

• Purchase CAWA memorabilia, books and update membership 

• Talks and demonstrations  

• .… and much more!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday April 29 Kouvenda (10am-1pm) 
 

Get warmed up for Mother’s Day 

 

Come to a Pink Kouvenda 
 

Children, bring your grandmothers 

Sons, bring your mothers 

Nieces bring your aunts 

 

ALSO 

Saturday May 27 Kouvenda (10am-1pm) 
 

Saturday June 24 Kouvenda (10am-1pm) 
 
 

 

  

WOMEN IN WAR SERIES 
 

Spies   
An initiative of Friends of ANZAC Cottage in partnership with the Castellorizian Association 

 

Sunday July 30, 2023 

at 

Castellorizian House 

2.00 – 4.00 

 

The second lecture in this series will deal with the dangerous world of espionage. Please join 

us for an intriguing insight into this little-known and once again, often overlooked, role of 

women in war.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Community Art Exhibition   
Stephanie Meagher 

Preparation is well under way for the upcoming art exhibition, celebrating the Hellenic Women’s Art Group, as well as 

individual artists from the broader community.  It is being generously supported by the Castellorizian Association of 

WA.   

The Hellenic Women’s Art Group was formed in 1982, meeting weekly at the Hellenic Women’s House in Northbridge 

before relocating to Cazzie House in the mid-2000s.   A key aim of the exhibition is to celebrate and showcase the many 

wonderful pieces of art created under the expert guidance of Melba Kanganas, who so generously led this very talented 

group of Hellenic women artists for over 30 years.  
 

We are also excited by the number of individual community artists who have expressed interest in exhibiting their work.  

A number of these pieces will be for sale and the mediums range from water colours to oils through to deconstructed 

musical instruments.  Intriguing!   

We encourage you to come along to appreciate and enjoy the enormous artistic talent that is clearly flourishing in our 

Western Australian community.    
 

 

 

Community Art Exhibition 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Featuring 
 

The Hellenic Women’s Art Group 
and 

Community Artists 
 

Saturday 6 May / Sunday 7 May 2023 

10.00 am  -  4.00 pm 
 

Castellorizian House 

160 Anzac Road Mt Hawthorn 
 

Official Opening 

Saturday 6 May, 2.00 pm 

 

 
The Castellorizian Association of WA 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

R E M B E T I K O 
 

 
 

What better way to enjoy Rembetiko than at Cazzie House on a Sunday afternoon.   Join Costas 

Demetriades for an enlightening and entertaining introduction to Rembetiko music – the 

“Greek blues” as it is so often called. 

When:   Sunday July 9, 2023 

             2.00pm  -  4.00pm 
 

Where:  Castellorizian House 

                            160 Anzac Road Mt Hawthorn 
 

Costas will trace the origins of Rembetiko, explaining its styles and evolution through a look at 

some of its most popular proponents.  Supported by live Rembetiko music, Costas will explain 

why Rembetiko is more than just a music genre – why it is deemed ‘a living musical tradition 

with a strong symbolic, ideological and artistic character’ and why it is integral to 

understanding the cultural fabric of Greek society. 

 
 

Bookings essential for catering purposes. 

 

Contact:  Costas Demetriades, 0438 386 662 

Stephanie Meagher,  0450 609 491 
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CENTENARY  

THE HELLENIC COMMUNITY 

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.  

1923 – 2023 
 

The Hellenic Community of WA is celebrating their 

Centenary - 100 Years from 1923 to 2023. 

To highlight the importance and contribution of Women in 

the community over the past 100 years, we are gathering 

information on the history of the various Women’s Groups, 

Associations, Auxiliaries, Sporting Bodies and Church 

involvement.  

Dates of commencement, memorabilia, photos, and any 

relevant stories from family members would be greatly 

appreciated.  

All materials need to be submitted no later than Wednesday 

31 May, 2023 to be processed and catalogued ready for 

display at a High Tea function to be held at The Hyatt Hotel 

on Saturday September 9, 2023 commencing at 12.30pm. 

All information and memorabilia will be available for 

collection at the conclusion of the High Tea. 

Please contact the following with any relevant information. 

 

Evelyn Palassis 

Phone: 0419 933 634 

Email:  evelynpalassis@hotmail.com 

 

Frankie Papas 

Phone:  9444 4269 

 

Pam Andony 

Phone: 0402 032 951 

Email:  pamelaandony@hotmail.com 

 

Nina Keane (Carras) 

Phone:  0403 497 729 

Email:  ninakeane200@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Greek Independence Day Commemoration 
 

The Castellorizian Ladies Association (Megisti) of WA were 

invited by the Consul of Greece, Mrs Georgia Karasiotou to 

attend the wreath laying ceremony to commemorate Greek 

Independence Day. This event was held on Sunday 26th 

March, 2023 at the State War Memorial in Kings Park. 

Representing the Association was treasurer, Rose Kalaf. The 

ceremony was also attended by various Greek associations 

and members of parliament. 
 

 

Pre-Mother's Day Lunch 
 

The Castellorizian Ladies Association (Megisti) of WA are 

hosting a Pre-Mother's Day lunch at Zamia Café (50 May 

Drive, Kings Park) on Tuesday, 2 May 2023 at 12.00pm. 
 

Tickets cost $45 and are available to purchase from 

committee members, Rose Kalaf 0431 529 351 and Betty 

Palioudakis 0432 429 688. 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Rose Kalaf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT       SECRETARY 

Fay Katris       Betty Palioudakis 

9 Bakery Lane       87 Essex St 

East Perth WA 6004      Wembley WA 6014 

afkatris@gmail.com      palios@optusnet.com.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:evelynpalassis@hotmail.com
mailto:pamelaandony@hotmail.com
mailto:ninakeane200@hotmail.com
mailto:afkatris@gmail.com
mailto:palios@optusnet.com.au
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RENOVATIONS 

 
The Castellorizian Gardens 

By Anita Verne 

 
Some years ago it was suggested by our treasurer at the time, 

Stan Kailis, that the Association could create an “In 

Memoriam Garden” in the grounds of Cazzie House to 

commemorate people who have passed, who have come from 

both within our Association’s membership and the wider 

Castellorizian community in WA (see Megisti Messenger 

Aug. 2017). Ideas included a plaque, a landscaped area, a 

path, a bench seat and various plants and ground cover. Not 

only would it beautify a portion of the outdoor area of our 

premises but it would give better acknowledgement and 

substance to donations made. 

 

PHOTO: Stan Kailis in the area suggested in 2017.  

 

The development of this idea was interrupted by subsequent 

building projects involving the extension of the kitchen, and 

the OMI capital works grant during COVID that gave us the 

Nick Nicholas Community Room, ramp, solar cells, battery 

and new roof. These have given our property a new lease of 

life, opening up the venue for activities in the wider 

community. 

 

Trees 

So now we can get back to the garden. The committee, along 

with the renovations sub-committee and garden group, have 

started the garden renewal, beginning with the planting of 

twelve tall ornamental pear trees along Anzac Road. These 

provide a sense of privacy and shelter from the busy Anzac 

Road, without shutting out the beautiful historic building 

from the community.  

Some research went into choosing the trees – they are Pyrus 

calleryana ‘Capital’ - they tolerate heat and, being column-

shaped, are suitable for narrow spaces. They produce a 

display of white flowers in spring, and in autumn the leaves 

change to a red colour. In winter they are deciduous.  

Quite a few properties in Mt Hawthorn are growing them, so 

it was possible to view them at first hand. 

 

The Memory Garden 

While we had machinery on the property last year, it was 

decided to do some preparatory work for the Memory Garden, 

choosing the site that had been originally suggested by Stan 

Kailis and Allan Cresswell. It is hoped that the use of this 

garden will be much broader than originally planned, 

encompassing ideas for future young Cazzies as well as 

memories of past family members. One idea is to involve 

children in producing a time capsule that will link them to this 

garden – and they can look forward to opening it some 

decades in the future. We hope it will be a beautiful place for 

photos, thus building on the “memories” idea.  

The style of the garden is in keeping with the federation house 

– it is a parterre garden - that is, formal and symmetrical. You 

can see that the paving has been completed in a cross pattern 

with a central circle. Still to come are an arch and a bench 

seat, a pedestal for an “in-memoriam” iconostasis and plaque, 

and garden lighting. Once the structures are in place, we will 

be able to start planting. 

 

PHOTO Feb. 2023 Thanks to John Kannis who organised 

the paver and Sue Kannis who painted the wall. 

 

Sponsorship 
 

We would like to offer Castellorizian Association families the 

opportunity to sponsor some of these major structural items 

for the Memory Garden. These include the arch, bench seat, 

pedestal and iconostasis. If you would like to know more 

details of this, please contact President Jim Manifis (0433 165 

601) or renovations committee chair Michael Kakulas 

(m.kakulas@outlook.com ). 

 

 
 

 

 

All editions of the Megisti Messenger are available to members, who’ve 

submitted email addresses, to view in COLOUR  

Type into your browser: www.cazziewa.org.au and go to “News” 

mailto:m.kakulas@outlook.com
http://www.cazziewa.org.au/
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UPCOMING CAZZIE COOKING CLASSES 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

PAST EVENTS 
 

GREEK EASTER COOKING CLASS 
 
By Margaret-Anne Manifis Quinn 
 

On Saturday 1 April we were privileged to welcome Angie Gelavis and Leah Baker to demonstrate Avgoules, Koulouria and dyed red 

decorated eggs to both young and older attendees. Angie and Leah both entertained us with stories and their families continued 

traditions over the years. Subsequent to this, others in the room then reflected and shared their own family memories. 
 

All thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon and participants outdid themselves with their own creative Avgoules. Some techniques just can’t 

be explained fully in a recipe book, therefore special tips were valuable and are always best shown first-hand. The excitement and 

positive feedback from all who joined in inspired us all. Angie and Leah were both delighted to know our youth will carry on the 

Cazzie traditions.  
 

A huge shout-out to Helen Anastasas and her cooking class helpers who assisted on the day, along with Annie Karageorge and Elysia 

Gelavis.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY CLASS 
 

April School Holiday Class is coming up on Wednesday 19 

April. Children up to 18 years olds will be making the 

Kefteda recipe from the book 'from our GREEK KITCHEN 

to yours' on page 64 and adapting it to their individual Greek 

Bifteki (cheese burger) with the addition of Crispy Greek 

Lemon Potatoes.  

For the above class, contact Helen Anastasas on mobile: 0421 

644 163 or email: hanastasas@yahoo.com.au for more 

information. 

CAZZIE COOKING CLASS 
 

The next Cazzie Cooking Class, coming up on Saturday13 

May, is a demonstration for people to taste a modern version 

of a Greek baked recipe using chicken with orzo/ risoni and 

then a vegetarian variation using chickpeas. 

 

For the above class, contact Helen Anastasas on Mobile: 

0421 644 163 or email: hanastasas@yahoo.com.au for more 

information. 
 

 

Angie Gelavis and a cooking group 
 

Leah Baker demonstrating egg stenciling 

         

mailto:hanastasas@yahoo.com.au
mailto:hanastasas@yahoo.com.au
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Participants preparing decorations for the dying of their red Easter eggs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Christina’s Kouzina 
Many of us these days have food intolerances and allergies. Tina Kyros has spent years changing recipes to accommodate the various 

food-needs for arthritis and allergies for not only herself but also for those around her. She has generously agreed to share some of 

her adaptations. 

 

IPIOS TSILI LACHANIKA (Mild Chilli Vegetables) - Ήπια λαχανικά τσίλι 
 

 

Takes about 45 minutes; Great for fasting 

 

Ingredients 

150 mL olive oil 

½ cup finely diced onions 

2 large garlic cloves, minced 

1 cup finely sliced broccoli stem (peeled first) 

1 cup finely diced carrots 

1 cup finely diced celery 

½ cup finely diced capsicum 

1 T paprika 

½ T coriander 

½ T cumin 

Chilli to taste (eg. ½ a fresh green chilli, diced and seeds 

removed) 

2 tins (400g) diced roma tomatoes 

1 tin black beans 

1 tin red beans 

 

 

 

Method 

 

1. Saute onions and garlic in oil until soft. 

2. Add remaining fresh vegetables and spices, and cook 

slowly until starting to soften. 

3. Add tinned beans and tomatoes and stir. Simmer until 

liquid is condensed and ingredients are combined. 

4. Serve, choosing one of the suggestions below. 

  

Serving Suggestions 

Use as nachos with corn chips 

Use as a taco filling with salad 

Use as a meal with steamed rice 

Note: chilli can be added when eating to accommodate 

individual tastes. 

 

 

    

  
                                Bunbury visitors                                                                                                 Angie, Elysia and Annie 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE  2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HER ODYSSEY AND BEYOND – CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 
 
 

Opportunity to Support the 2023 National Conference in Perth 
 

This edition includes the program for the 2023 Kastellorizian Council of Australia conference to be 
held in Perth this coming October to be hosted by the Castellorizian Association of WA.  
Undertakings like this conference cannot be made possible without the support of the wider 
community and as such we are seeking your support to maximise the opportunity for everyone to 
participate by minimising the cost. 
 

 
There are a number of ways you can contribute towards the conference including financial and/or physical 
donations including: 
 

• A financial contribution 

• Discounted products/services for conference attendees 

• Sponsoring one of the days with naming rights  

• Placing an advertisement in program handbook 

 

All contributions will be acknowledged and depending on your contribution we will be offering: 
 

• Logo representation or acknowledgement in promotional material 

• Logo representation and acknowledgement at conference events 

• Share marketing collateral in conference bags 

• Be our guest at the gala dinner 

 

If you would like to make a contribution or have any thoughts on ways you may help, 
call Jim Manifis on 0433 165 601. 

 

We thank the following for their support: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr Michael & Mrs Nicholette Litis 
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2023 NATIONAL CONFERENCE – PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

                      PROGRAM OF EVENTS 

                 Friday 20 October – Monday 23 October, 2023 
 

HER ODYSSEY AND BEYOND 

A Historical and Current Overview of the Role of Women in  
Kastellorizian Society 

The important contribution made by Kastellorizian women in shaping the lives and destiny of Kastellorizians 
both while living on the island and around the world. 

 

 

Day 1 

 

Friday 20 October - Welcome to Her Odyssey 
 

10:30am 
(onwards) 
 

Registration Day:  
Castellorizian Assoc. of WA, (street parking only) 

160 Anzac Rd, Mt Hawthorn Perth, Western Australia. 

11:00am Market Place & Exhibition Tables open: 
Items for sale include:  Aprons, Cookbooks, Tea Towels, Badges, Books, Caps, 

Calendars, Cards & a Wedding Photo display with Allan Cresswell 

  5:00pm Conference Official Opening & Blessing 

  6:00pm Dinner at Cazzie House: Souvla Boys (Choice of Lenten/Seafood option available) 

 

Day 2 

 

Saturday 21 October - Women Who Inspired Us 
 

 8:30am Registration – Tea & Coffee: Australian Institute of Management 
76 Birkdale St, Floreat (parking available on site)  

 9:00am Welcome  
Host: Theona Mitaros – Media Professional & Educator 

 9:15am Conference Welcome & Housekeeping 
Jim Manifis  

Vice- President of Kastellorizian Council of Australia, President  
Castellorizian Association of Western Australia (Inc.) 

 9:25am Acknowledgment to Country 
Voula Terzoudi 

 9:30am “Women In The Bible” (TBC) 
Father Terry Gerovasilis 

Parish Priest, Saints Constantine & Helene Church, Perth WA 

10:30am Morning Tea 

11:00am “Migration and Megistopoules Revisited” 
Dr John Yiannakis - Historian Educator 

 
12:00pm 

 
Lunch 

 

  1.00pm “Women, Gold and Power” 
Nicholas Bogiatzis – Social Historian 

  2.00pm “Kastellorizian Women Inspiring Traditional Greek Cuisine” 
Helen Anastasas 

Educator and Facilitator of Cazzie Cooking Classes 

  3:00pm Afternoon Tea 

  3:30pm State by State updates & reviews 

  4:00pm  
Day concludes 

 

  6:30pm Dinner at The University Club of Western Australia 
Hackett Drive, Crawley (parking available on site) 
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS continued 

 

 

 

Day 3 

 

Sunday 22 October - Women of Our Future 
 

  9.00am Sunday Morning Liturgy 
Sts Constantine & Helene Church, Parker Street, Northbridge  

(Street parking only – Free on Sundays) 

11:30am Conference Program re-commences: 
Australian Institute of Management 

76 Birkdale St, Floreat (parking available on site) 

12:00pm Lunch 

  1:00pm Host: Dr Angela Evangelinou-Yiannakis 
Researcher working in Higher Education 

  1:05pm (Greek) Women in Diplomacy and Foreign Relations 
Georgia Karasiotou - WA Consul of Greece 

  2:00pm Panel Q&A Session: 
Current Day Careers & Choices:  

‘Interwoven Influences & Forebears’ 
Host: Marilyn Tsolakis 

Educator, Former Head of English, MLC and Coordinator Friends of Kastellorizo 
  3:30pm Afternoon Tea 

  4:00pm Summary of the Day 
Dr Angela Evangelinou-Yiannakis 

  4:15pm “Successes & Opportunities” 
Closing remarks & Action Plan: 

An opportunity to link the conference with events unfolding in Australia & globally 
regarding women’s issues generally 

  4:30pm Day Concludes 

  6:30pm GALA DINNER - Frasers Kings Park, State Reception Centre, Perth Evening Host:  Dr 
Angela Evangelinou-Yiannakis 

(Parking available on site) 

 

Day 4 

 

Monday 23 October – Welcome to Perth 
 

    
Day free for Delegates 

 

 Optional Day Tour of the Swan Valley – Dependant on interest 
 

   
9:00am 

 
Optional Northbridge Walking Tour – “Walking Tour with Dr John Yiannakis” 
Please book early – numbers are limited (Only 25 tickets available). 

• Participants are asked to please bring their own water bottle, hat and sunglasses. 

• Tour commences at the Perth Cultural Centre James Street. and ends at Saints 

Constantine & Helene Greek Orthodox Church, 20 Parker Street, Northbridge 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend 

 
For further information or queries please contact JIM MANIFIS on Mobile 0433 165 601   

or email: kkannis@bigpond.net.au 
 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:kkannis@bigpond.net.au
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PAST EVENTS 
APOKRIES BBQ 2023 

Another wonderful Apokries BBQ was held on “Meatfare Sunday” February 19, with about 170 attendees. Enjoyable highlights 

were the entertainment from our talented elders, the music and dancing, and the delicious Cazzie Katoumari. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
L to R:  Gina & John Kotzas, Eva Magriplis and Tony Koufos 

 
Mr Jack Pitsikas 

 
L to R: Arthur and Fay Katris 

 
L to R: Elouise Constantine and other guests. 

 

Photography by Robi Gerovasilis 

 
L to R: Fr. Emmanuel, Fr. Terry, Mr Fotis Korkokios, Greek Consul Mrs Georgia Karasiotou, His Grace Bishop Elpidios 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

PUZZLE PRESENTATION BY PANTAZIS 
 

On Sunday 22 January 2023, the Castellorizian Association of WA was privileged to engage Dr. Pantazis Houlis, mathematician and 

engineer, to enlighten us all in the world of puzzles and maths. Dr Pantazis Houlis combines his love of puzzles with his passion for 

Castellorizo. Dr. Houlis is the founder of the Megisti Puzzle Museum on Castellorizo which holds one of the largest puzzle collections 

in the world. He is a former professor at the University of Western Australia, where he had completed his masters and PhD.  
 

Dr. Houlis’s aim is to introduce mathematical puzzles to education for efficient and entertaining learning, and he is gaining  worldwide 

attention through puzzles and his passion for Castellorizo. Thank you to Amanda Kailis for making his visit possible, David Koutsoukis 

and Margaret-Anne Manifis for assisting with the organisation of this very successful event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr Pantazis Houlis at Castellorizo House 

  

 
Various puzzles 

 
Attendees  

 
Amanda Kailis, Pantazis Houlis and Roslyn Geronikolas (nee Zempilas) 

 
Pantazis with his mother, Mrs Houlis 

 
                          Attendees                                            Kevin Kannis and Anna Gelavis 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

Women in War  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Stephanie Meagher 

The first presentation in the Women in War series, On the 

Home Front, was interesting and informative, shedding new 

light on the often overlooked and undervalued contributions 

made by women.  The Greek Consul, Mrs Georgia 

Karasiotou, spoke authoritatively on the Greek War of 

Independence, bringing to life, through her words and 

evocative accompanying images, the many heroic women who 

fought bravely and suffered greatly during the revolution.  

Equally, Anne Chapple from the Friends of ANZAC 

Cottage, highlighted the struggles of women left to fend for 

themselves while their husbands, fathers and sons were away at 

war.  The title of her presentation, ‘Duty, Distress, Devotion’ 

says it all. Different times and different contexts - but inspiring 

and courageous women, all.  Thank you to Georgia and Anne 

for their enlightening and perceptive insights into this topic. 

An appreciative and engaged audience enjoyed the 

presentations which were accompanied, in true Greek style, by 

an abundant afternoon tea. Amongst the attendees was Jack 

Pitsikas who, at 104, has a wealth of knowledge and an 

incomparable store of memories to share.  Jack remembers John 

Porter, the returned soldier for whom ANZAC Cottage was 

built in 1916 and who was Anne Chapple’s grandfather – a 

lovely connection for both on the day.   

Also present were David and Marilyn Sceales.  Incredibly, 

David is a direct descendent of Aikaterini Plessos, friend of 

Lord Byron and survivor of Ali Pasha’s court as well as the 

Siege of Missolonghi.  Escaping as a refugee to the island of 

Kalamos, she met and married the British commandant, Major 

James Henry Crummer, becoming known thereafter as 

Katherine Crummer.  They migrated to Australia in 1835, 

making Aikaterini the first free Greek citizen to do so.  Her 

story is indeed incredible, and it was amazing to have her great, 

great grandson, David, in the audience.  

The second lecture in the series will deal with the dangerous 

world of espionage, one in which women, not surprisingly, 

played a vital role.  Simply titled: Spies, it will be held on July 

30, 2023 at Castellorizian House, from 2.00 – 4.00. Please 

join us for an intriguing insight into this little-known and once 

again, often overlooked, role of women in war.   

The Women in War lecture series is an initiative of the Friends 

of ANZAC Cottage and is presented in partnership with the 

Castellorizian Association of WA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anne Chapple, ANZAC Cottage 

 
Marilyn and David Sceales 
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS 

New and Old 
 
By Anita Verne 

2023 

This year, 202 years since the beginning of the war, Greek independence was 

celebrated across the weekend of March 25 and 26. The monthly Kouvenda at 

Castellorizian House fell on Independence Day, Saturday March 25, and was 

marked with morning tea and a quiz, with Claire Palassis winning one of Dr. 

Pantelis Houlis’s puzzles from Castellorizo.  
 

At midday on Sunday 26, a wreath-laying ceremony took place at Kings Park, with 

representatives from both the Castellorizian Ladies Association (Megisti) of WA, 

Rose Kalaf, (see page 11) and the Castellorizian Association of WA, Jim Manifis 

and Allan Cresswell (see photo to the right). 
 

After this, during the afternoon, the first of the Women in War series was presented 

at Castellorizian House by Anne Chapple, and the Greek consul, whose focus was 

on women of the Greek War of Independence. (See page 20)   

 

1915   “GREEK HIGHLANDERS IN FULL WAR PAINT” 
 

Dr John Yiannakis has drawn our attention to 

a Sunday Times newspaper article and photo, 

dated Sunday, October 10, 1915, on page 16. 

It shows part of an end-of-season football 

carnival parade.  
 

It read: 

“A prominent and much applauded section in 

the old footballers’ carnival procession 

through Perth yesterday week was the display 

of a number of local Greeks attired in the full 

costume of the national Greek highlander.  
 

A number of well-known local Greeks formed 

the squad, the following taking part: D. 

Mylonas, James Fermanis, George Zimbulis, 

Emanuel Kalaf, A. Milidis, Mick Paul and 

James Kalafatís.” 

 

1936, 1940 and 1968 

This led me to look further afield for other 

photos of familiar people in national costume, 

and I came across the following. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1940 
Sunday Times, Sunday 15 December 1940, 

page 13 - In Greek National Costume  

“The picture shows two Perth children in 

Greek National costume. They are Mickey and 

Mary Kailis, children of Mr and Mrs. G. 

Kailis, well known in Greek community 

circles in the city.” 

 
 

 
1934 
Evelyn Panegyres, (married name 

Kannis) aged three years old, in 

Castellorizian costume. 

 
1968 
L-R: Tina Pantelis, Sava Spartalis and 

Katy Pantelis dressed in Greek national 

costume for a concert in the Greek 

Church Hall on the corner of Charles and 

Carr Streets. 
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CULTURE AND HERITAGE 

SHARING OUR TREASURES ACROSS THE NATION 
 

National Archives Collection 
 

By Lefki Kailis (April 2023) 
 

In November 2022 our CAWA committee was contacted by Phillipa Adgemis 

from Victoria to invite Western Australia to be part of a Kastellorizian National 

Archives Collection committee with a brief to determine what archive material 

could be shared nationally. Lefki Kailis has been nominated as the contact person 

from WA together with Florence Livery (Victoria), Rebecca Mangos (NSW) and 

Pella Comino (Queensland). The initial job of this committee is to set up the 

parameters for sharing. 
 

Material will not be stored centrally, rather branches will know in which state 

particular archive material is held and, with permission, will be able to access 

digital information for research, exhibitions, displays etc. 
 

Other states are very interested in our Virtual Museum and the way we organised 

a day for photographing and detailing the provenance of each piece. Other states 

believe that a shared virtual museum will be an invaluable archive, with open 

access to an item’s provenance but not details of the donor. 
 

This collaborative effort has great potential and we look forward to further 

meetings. 
 

THE ROLL - We Need Your Help 
By Kevin Kannis 
 

The Culture and Heritage Committee is in the process of 

compiling a roll of previous members of the Castellorizian 

Association of WA.  The roll only includes members who left 

or passed away during 2022 or earlier, so does not include 

current members. 

There are a number of difficulties in compiling the roll, not the 

least being we only have minimal records prior to 1959 so it is 

very much a work in progress.  A search is underway to find 

missing records and when we started to ask around Stephanie 

Meagher found a 1914 receipt book with a stamp 

"Kastellorizian Brotherhood in Union" signed by Lazarus 

Mandalis. 

 

According to Dr John Yiannakis, Mr Mandalis was a very 

important contributor to the Hellenic Association Club and the 

Hellenic Community, where he was Secretary for about 40 

years. 

Other issues include people using different spelling over time, 

some members did not have an address shown and some appear 

multiple times. 

We know there are duplications and errors, but we are also 

concerned about omissions, because of the missing records. We 

know about those who were our past presidents, due to the 

honour boards, but there are the many other founding and early 

members of the Association for the near half century to 1959. 

Although it is unlikely we will ever have a complete and fully 

accurate roll, the Culture and Heritage Committee is in the  

 

process of reviewing the roll to identify any obvious errors or 

duplications.  We are also relying on your support to go to the 

next step. 

The roll is available for you to view – Although the roll is not 

at a stage where we are prepared to publish, we invite members 

to contact the Committee to arrange a time to view the roll at 

Castellorizian House.  Please be aware that because the list is 

still in a draft form, we cannot allow it to be photographed or 

copied until the review is complete when it will be made 

available. 

We recommend you view the list with other family members at 

the monthly Kouvenda which is held on the last Saturday of 

each month between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm.  It would be 

preferable to arrange a time slot during the Kouvenda by calling 

Stephanie Meagher on 0450 609 491. 

If you find an error or omission – After you have viewed the 

roll and if you found an error or omission, there is a form on 

page 23 for you to provide the correct or missing information.  

The information you provide will then be added to the roll. 

Records you may know about – There are a number of 

theories about what happened to the Association’s records, 

ranging from a mysterious fire to the records being accidentally 

destroyed.  There is also the possibility there are records 

amongst your family artifacts.  If you know of any member 

lists, receipt books or any other records that may assist in 

completing the roll, please contact a member of the committee 

to arrange forwarding the information or simply leave them at 

Castellorizian House.  

We expect this process to take some time so this will be a work 

in progress but with your help we will have as complete a roll 

as possible towards the end of 2023.  Then we may be able to 

publish but we expect the process of correcting and adding will 

be ongoing. For further information or discussion, please 

contact Dr John Yiannakis on 0422 673 043 or Kevin Kannis 

on 0418 904 848. 
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Historical Port Pirie Visit 
By Florence Livery (VIC) 

 

The Castellorizian Association of South Australia (CASA) held a very successful historical seminar at Port Pirie on the weekend of the 

11th and 12th of February 2023. The positive feedback has been overwhelming, as were the amazing attendees who travelled from 

Western Australia, New South Wales (including Broken Hill), Queensland, Victoria, Adelaide, New Zealand and Rhodes.  
 

Elizabeth Philippou, CASA committee member, organised a very informative weekend with guest speakers presenting talks on many 

areas of interest including: 

• Growing up in Port Pirie in the 1920s-1930s. 

• Working conditions at the smelter in the 1920s. 

• The type and structure of employment at the smelter in the 1920s. 

• The 1916 Secret Greek Census. 

• Greek births in Port Pirie pre-1928. 

• Shipping records and reasons for emigration. 

• Old photographs including memorable community events and gatherings. 

• A brief history of the Greek Association of Port Pirie. 

• Cemetery records (instigated by Allan Cresswell). 
 

      
After the Church Service                   WA and ex WA Attendees at Port Pirie 

 

The weekend also included: 

• A drive around Port Pirie including former Castellorizian/Greek kafenions, shops, boarding houses; Port Pirie West – the 

Greek enclave with visits to former family homes; and the smelter (formerly known as the Broken Hill Associated Smelter, 

then the BHP and today known as the Nyrstar Smelter) noting its downtown location. 

• Saturday night dinner and Sunday lunch were held at the local Hellenic Club where the presentations took place. 

• A Sunday church service was held at the Greek Orthodox church of St George, the oldest Greek church in South Australia. 

This was followed by a memorial service at the cemetery remembering Castellorizion pioneers.  

• A visit to Napperby, a small town just out of Port Pirie where many Castellorizians operated market gardens. 
 

         
      
           Allan Cresswell with Despa Demetriou nee Zempilas                   A few of our group resting outside the old Port Pirie Train Station 
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Dr Stan’s Mediterranean Corner  
References: contact stan.kailis@y7mail.com  
 

Karpathos Island – the island in-between 
 

The island of Karpathos lies midway between Rhodes and 

Crete. It is the second largest of the Dodecanese islands and is 

located on the south-eastern side of the Aegean Sea. It has treed 

mountains, historical sites, traditional customs and cuisine as 

well golden beaches and tourist attractions.   
 

Karpathans 

Karpathans are many, around 6500, half the number of 

Rhodians. Karpathos has been influenced by many cultures in 

the past that have left their mark large and small as evidenced 

by ancient castles, Dorian pillars and windmills. It has always 

enjoyed a level of prosperity but has also had lean times. In the 

past, with an agricultural and fishing base and plenty of timber, 

it was self-sufficient. Ship building and repair were significant 

activities. Karpathans fought in the Peloponnesian wars and the 

Greek War of Independence. For the latter they not only 

provided ships and funds but also supported the fighters.  
 

Today Karpathos is prosperous through its touristic attractions 

when its population doubles. 

It has been named a hot spot 

by National Geographic. 

Many of the diaspora who 

live in the USA have invested 

in the island, and make the 

annual visit. It is a popular 

destination for ecotourists 

interested in water activities, 

hiking and cultural pursuits. 

Because of its remote 

location, some still speak 

their own Greek dialect and 

have retained traditions and 

customs, especially in the 

villages.  

 

 
 

General Features 

Topographically it is mountainous, with peaks covered with 

pines up to 1215 metres, with Mount Kalimni the highest and 

full of water springs. Karpathos is a narrow oblong island with 

an area of around 300 sq km and a coastline of 160 km. Well 

serviced, it has isolated beaches, with white sand and clear blue 

water, scattered around its coastline, which are magnets for 

tourists. Its capital Pigadia, also a port, is sited in the south with 

seven villages nearby. More villages are located centrally with 

another, Diafani, in the north. Most village sites were selected 

for availability of water from springs, wells, and cisterns. An 

associated island in the north, Saria, was separated by 95 metres 

from Karpathos through a past earthquake event. It has less than 

50 inhabitants. 
 

Karpathos History 

There is archeological evidence that Karpathos was occupied 

through the Neolithic (new stone age). This period was typified 

by farming such as plant and crop cultivation, and 

domestication of animals. Early visitors and settlers to 

Karpathos, at different times, were Minoans from Crete, 

Myceneans from mainland Greece, and Phoenicians. 

Myceneans established the ancient city Potideon (Posideon), 

today’s capital, Pigadia and erected the Acropolis of Arkassa 

above the ancient city. Remnants of past occupations include 

coins and pottery fragments. Fortunately, the prosperity of 

Karpathos was revived by the Dorians. During the Hellenistic 

period Karpathos was governed by Rhodes. Further unrest 

followed with new aggressors. It fell to Rome and after the split 

of the Roman Empire it became part of the Byzantine Empire, 

evidenced by early Christian churches. The Christian 

community, mostly living by the seaside, enjoyed a prosperous 

period for several centuries before it was raided and occupied 

by Arabs, Syracusans and Mauritanians. As a result, the 

residents fled to remote places and the mountains. In Roman, 

Byzantine, and later times, development of naval dockyards 

occurred. Furthermore, the island was a stopover point for 

trading vessels and military ships whilst voyaging along the sea 

route from Alexandria - Crete - Karpathos – Rhodes - Smyrna 

- Constantinople. Following a brief occupation by the Genoese, 

Karpathos fell to the Venetians.  
 

In 1538 it was taken over by Ottoman Turks. Karpathos became 

independent in 1823 as a province of Santorini, but in 1830 

after the London protocol Karpathos was given over to the 

Turks. In 1912, the island was taken over by the Italians, who 

were later joined by the Germans during WWII (1943 to 1944). 

Eventually, like other Dodecanese islands, Karpathos became 

part of the independent Greek state in 1948. 
 

Agricultural Industry 

Both Karpathos and Saria enjoy a Mediterranean climate, with 

wet winters and mild dry summers, and favourable winds that 

in the past drove windmills for flour production.  
 

Past land occupations involved farming, wood cutting for 

construction and fuel, as well as sheep, goat and bee keeping. 

There is evidence of hill-side terracing for tree growing such as 

olive and carob, and vineyards. Overgrazing and intensive 

cultivation has now limited agricultural activities. Many areas 

of ancient forests of oak, pine, and wild olive trees were 

transformed into fields  or reduced to barren scrub. These losses 

escalated during Roman occupation and made worse during 

Turkish habitation where crude agricultural activities and 

uncontrolled burning practices irreversibly devastated the 

landscape. Today the nearby island of Saria is used for breeding 

sheep and goats in summer that are transferred to the Karpathos 

pastures in winter. 
 

Karpathos Cuisine 

Today in tourist areas, Kleftiko Lamb, Greek salad and common 

fish dishes abound. However, true Karpathan cuisine reflects 

diverse foods of past inhabitants.  
 

Spanakopites Karpathikes – these are an aromatic savoury 

food made with pastry filled with rice, spinach, onion with a 

dash of lemon and baked in a stone oven.  
 

Makarounes – are a peasant dish, made from handmade finger 

rolled shell-shaped pasta that is boiled in water for a few 

minutes, drained then sauteed with olive oil, finely chopped 

onion and garlic then topped with cheese.  
 

Baklavas Karpathikos – unlike those of mainland Greece, 

these are made with olive oil rather than butter. The pastry is 

rolled into a spiral, then deep fried in olive oil. It is then allowed 

to drain and cool, before being cut into diamond-shaped pieces 

that are soaked in a spicy honey syrup followed by a sprinkling 

of chopped walnuts. 

 

 

Saria 

Karpathos 

mailto:stan.kailis@y7mail.com
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WRITER’S PODIUM 
 

A MOUNTAIN DRIVE  
By Anita Verne 

At the beginning of this year, I travelled to Melbourne to join my Greek relatives in mourning and celebrating 
the life of the oldest member of the Vournazos family (my family), Uncle Nick, who had died at the age of 
almost 99. He came to Australia in 1955. He was a philanthropist, giving several large sums of money to a 
hospital to build a wing for Multiple Sclerosis patients. After achieving his degree at age 78, he wrote five 
books, the first, “Dancing Solo” as an autobiography. 
 

I remembered when my husband Sava and friend Kathy and I, spent time with Uncle Nick in the Peloponnese. My father had passed 
away when I was young and I enjoyed time with my uncle. I looked back to find a diary piece I had written about a day we spent with 
him, visiting ancestral lands. 
 

 

Thursday 4th June 2009 
Driving 
Uncle Nick picks us up in his Mercedes and we head off, 
following the coast. Then near Trapezis Beach we turn up 
towards the mountains. The road winds and twists as we 
navigate hair-pin bends. It seems so fast. We hang on to our 
seats with our eyes glued to the road. The drivers here pay 
scant regard to the double white lines down the centre, nor to 
stop signs or anything else, and my uncle is the same. Having 
my husband Sava in the front seat next to him seems only to 
exacerbate this bravado in him. 
 

My old friend Kathy Munro is here with us for a few days. She 
has come from Scotland where she is working this year. Kathy 
and I sit in the back seat with our necks craned ahead. Afraid 
to take our eyes off the road, we almost miss the stunning view 
of the mountains and their patchwork of olive trees and 
vineyards, fields and fir trees. Yesterday’s rain has cleared the 
air and it is beautiful. My eyes flit back to the road. 
 

Megalou Spileou 
Climbing higher and higher, we reach Moni Megalou Spileou 
(the Monastery of the Great Cavern). It is said to be one of the 
oldest monasteries in Greece. We see a strange semi-modern 
multi-storey building, perched part-way up the cliff, curved 
and clinging under the massive overhang. Is this it? It is an ugly 
replacement of the original which sadly exploded in 1934 from 
stored gunpowder. We approach the building, periodically 
having to dodge flying bits of railings, windows, bricks and 
arches which are thrown from the balcony five stories above. 
The priests have a government grant and are renovating. No 
attention to health and safety here. 
 

We enter, and behind the façade we reach a dimly lit rock 
cavern where a spring trickles out. Various life-size cardboard 
cut-outs of a goat and a “dragon” and some religious icons and 
candles have been placed around to illuminate the story. Led 
by the goat in 362 AD a shepherd discovered a relief carving of 
the Virgin Mary, said to be made by St Luke.  
 

Within the cave, we enter the lovely tiny old church to see the 
icona. It DOES look old in here, and interestingly Mary is black; 
in fact, all of it is black. Another small room houses hands and 
skulls encased in silver with miniature “doors” through which 
sacred rotted bones can be viewed. I can’t read the names of 
the saints, and I get out of there pretty quickly. It may be 
spiritual, but there’s something sinister as well. 
 

 
The White Cross 
On we drive to the other side of Kalavryta town. High on a 
cypress-clad hill is a huge white cross. Beneath this, we wander 
between hundreds of simple metal crosses, each with a small 
red lamp and a plaque of someone’s name. The wildflowers 
are growing amongst them. Something about them is unusual 
– they’re all the same and they all bear the date 13-12-1943. 
Here lie all the men and boys of Kalavryta; they were 
massacred by the Nazis while the women and girls were locked 
in the schoolhouse and the town burned. There are 1436 
graves in total. This is shocking - we are solemn. 
 

Lunch under Grapevines 
Back in town we try to order from a blackboard, explaining to 
Uncle Nick that Kathy is a “non-mammal eater”. There’s no 
fish, but we order a plate of koto-something. It should be 
chicken. It arrives in a rich tomato sauce on a bed of pilaf and 
smells yummy. Black seeds may be allspice or perhaps 
pimento. But the bone is huge and the meat is darker than 
chicken – we think it’s lamb – but Uncle Nick swears it’s not. 
We debate a little in half Greek, half English. Kathy tentatively 
tastes it, while Nick tries to explain: he is very sorry, they didn’t 
have chicken so he ordered rooster! We laugh with relief. 
 

Eternal Time 
We head back and as we approach the cathedral the large 
clock gongs. Looking up I see two clocks, twins. The one on the 
right now says 2.32pm, but the one on the left has hands that 
are stopped, remaining eternally at the time that the massacre 
began.  It reads 2.34. I look back to the other clock - it now 
reads 2.34. Confused, I look at my watch – it reads 2.34. WOW! 
 

Crossing Mt Helmos (2340m) with its last lingering stretches of 
snow and its empty ski centre we are now on the north side, 
and we wind our way along the precarious mountain edge, 
flicking up stones and clouds of dust. Here we are putting 
foolish faith in Theo Niko again. Way below are the green 
valleys and ahead is the view across the blue sea of the Korinthi 
Gulf to the soft mountains of the mainland. Delphi is just over 
there. It is a breath-takingly stunning drive and our hearts race. 
We’d like to stop to take photos, but there’d be no chance of 
capturing this beauty – the feeling of spring, the gentle breeze 
nodding the tall grasses, the warm sun and the sounds of 
crickets and birds… this exquisite landscape laid out to all sides 
of us. And, if we ask, Theo Niko WILL stop, right here on the 
dusty bend or in the middle of the road. None of us has the 
courage for that. 
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Later, I politely ask – “Uncle Nick, why do you sometimes drive 
on the opposite side of the road?” Kathy shoots me an 
astonished look – but I’ve already said it! Nick explains without 
getting upset. He does it on the bends because it cuts down 
the sharpness of the corner so it doesn’t wear his tyres so 
much. And anyway, he continues, he’s not driving fast. He can 
stop if something comes. OOhh my gosh! I take a breath; I just 
have to accept and trust my 85-year-old uncle! 
 

Home Village 
Soon we enter one of the little villages that dot the mountain 
sides. Theo Niko pulls into the driveway of his old primary 
school. Its position is on the boundary of the upper village of 
Ambelokipi and the lower village of Chrissanthio, which is the 
old home of my Vournazos family where my father as a boy 
collected currants and dug the garden, and looked out to the 
mountains on the other side, just as I am now. My heart 
tightens. 
 

Theo Niko points out a plaque on the stone wall. “Built by Nick 
Vournazos in memory of his parents, Spiros and Venitzanna 
Vournazos”. Sava takes movies of Theo Niko explaining and 
describing. We wander amongst the tall pines, planted and 
tended 70 years ago by Nick and dad and the other kids at the 
school. We ring the old brass bell, with the sea and the 
mainland in the background, and think of them. I’m tingling… 
it’s so wonderful. This is what my father remembered when he 
bought our land on Torbay Hill in WA. He named part of it 
Killini after high Mt Kyllini that I now view across the valley. 
The other part he called Levardia, after the village on the 

opposite mountains across the sea, on the way to Delphi. I feel 
the embrace of my long archaic ancestry for the first time. 
I look for Kathy. She has found an orchard of cherry trees and 
is filling a bag with these sweet delights. Theo Nikos with a 
twinkle in his eye says, that’s OK - he knows the bloke we are 
stealing from, and he’ll tell him later. Oops – we retreat. He 
smiles, enjoying the pethia - us, the children. 
 

We take the Merc down through the village, our village, 
between stone houses and around tight twists only meant for 
donkeys and pedestrians. Every little house has a beautiful 
view and I want to own them all. A verandah abuts the road 
where five or six men sit drinking and chatting. One waves and 
calls out in Greek; Theo Niko stops for a moment, answering. 
He murmurs to us that this is a cousin of ours and I spring out 
of the car wanting to join them. Theo Niko says Ohi – no – they 
will want to sit around for too long and we don’t have much 
time. (We decide we’d better come back and live here!!) It’s 
time to head home – and anyway, we’ll be back here on 
Sunday for a christening. 
 

Tired and more relaxed we wind our way back to the narrow, 
flat strip of coast, safely in our unit at Akrata Beach again. Theo 
Niko casually tells us he’s only driven over the edge of the 
mountain road once – and it was OK, he wasn’t hurt - he was 
in a Merc!  
 

My first experience of old family territory is over. But definitely 
not forgotten. 
 

 

 

 

 

OUR RESOURCE CENTRE - BOOK PROFILE 
 

The Silence of Scheherazade 
 

 

Suman, Defne (2021)  

The Silence of Scheherazade.  

Translated by Betsy Goksel. London, 

Head of Zeus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This historical novel, beginning in 1905, follows the 

intertwining fates of four families as their thriving city, Smyrna 

disintegrates as a consequence of the violent demise of the 

Ottoman empire. We become involved, hearing the families’ 

histories, witnessing them living their lives as culture and 

station dictate, slowly awakening to the connections and the 

destinies of each. The most affected character is the city of 

Smyrna itself. 

Can you imagine the upheaval of a multi-ethnic society where 

different cultures -Turks, Greeks, Armenians, French, English 

had learned to live side by side, where an established societal 

rhythm that had retained the customs and mores of each 

community, yet had communicated effectively for business and 

trade, was suddenly ruptured? The people of this beautiful city 

with its rich diversity, modernised in the nineteenth century had 

a hum and zing that the residents believed was immutable. 

We have always been led to believe that these ethnic groups 

lived quite independently, did not intermarry or assimilate, that 

there was an understood order of social station but, at the micro-

level, Defne Suman reimagines the families of a privileged 
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Levantine French woman, Edith, a Greek grocer, Akis, a 

Turkish Efendi (Lord), Mustafa, and an Armenian midwife, 

Meline who are far from detached. It is the eruption of 

European/Ottoman relations that exposes the ties and inter-

dependency that exist beneath the surface. 

The Greeks of Smyrna had no reason to go to war with Ottoman 

Turkey. As already mentioned the system as it was, worked for 

them. Akis, the Greek grocer, identifies their position precisely 

when he advises the local young boys –  

Don’t get tricked by this Greater Greece game; … Big guys 

play their games, but they always choose young men like you 

as pawns. You live in the most beautiful city in the world, one 

of your hands in butter, the other in honey. Does it matter who 

rules us? Do you think we’d see this abundance if we were 

foisted off on Greece? If you don’t believe me, go to Athens. Go 

and see if there’s one single part of it that can compare to our 

bountiful Smyrna. 

The mainland Greeks were bemused when the Smyrnaeans 

showed little interest in ‘fighting for the cause’. The Athenian 

soldiers believed they were liberating their compatriots in 

Anatolia, freeing them from the Ottoman yolk, uniting them 

with their linguistic and cultural roots – the Enosi (the 

unification of all Greek speaking peoples under Greek rule) that 

earlier Greeks had dreamed of. However, it was their dream not 

that of the Hellenes/Romioi of Anatolia. They lived under the 

concept of the ancient city state - independent but linked by 

religion, culture, philosophy and language. 

It is 1905 in Smyrna. We are taken to the exotic interior of an 

upper-class French Levantine household with a whiff of 

hashish in the air and the lingering waves of rose and geranium 

oil in the drawing room. Wafting from the kitchen, cinnamon, 

cloves and freshly ground coffee pervade the upstairs rooms. 

Edith Lamark, the lean and elegant mistress of the house, 

lounges on the chaise longue in silk brocades, smoking hash, 

beckoning her lover, the Indian spy Avinash who is resident in 

Smyrna in the interests of the British. 

He has been briefed to keep an eye on the Young Turks, the 

rising movement under Ataturk that is advocating Turkey for 

the Turkish people. Avinash of course, understands the 

ramifications of the impending clash of ideals. He tells Edith 

…’that the insistent ringing of church bells was a … coded call 

for assistance in an emergency, a sign between the city’s 

Christian populace and their allies.’ It is early days and Edith is 

not ready to heed the impending doom of these warnings. 

Years later, the termination of the old colonial lifestyle 

becomes brutally evident, impacting on the Smyrnean 

population. Young Panagiota, the dark-eyed, raven-haired 

beautiful daughter of the Greek grocer Akis and his wife 

Katerina in the end agrees to a loveless marriage on her part, 

for the guarantee of evacuation to the Greek mainland of her 

parents and herself as the crisis looms. 

The lives of the different cultures are seemingly separate, for 

the most part contrasting in every way. However, in a surprising 

twist, the French and Greek families are intimately brought 

together late in the story, through an act of humanity exercised 

by the Armenian midwife, Meline, two decades earlier. 

The narrative is told by Scheherazade, a person who has been 

mute since the downfall of Smyrna one hundred years 

previously, her muteness perhaps a metaphor for the prolonged 

suffocation of the history of her beloved city. Scheherazade, the 

teller of tales, witnesses the lead up and catastrophe before 

speech comes to her. As she says – ‘When a person’s heart has 

been scratched, like a broken record they get stuck and can 

never move on.’ She at last finds her voice, exorcising the pain 

through storytelling. 

Suman’s novel is dedicated to Smyrna, the Anatolian city on 

the west coast of what is now Turkey - the legendary city with 

a strategic harbour, an expansive cordon, the city which in the 

second half of the nineteenth century hosted a population that 

for the most part dressed in the Parisian style, a stylish city that 

was known in Ottoman circles as ‘Smyrna of the infidels’. 

We are there with the characters as they walk the streets and 

alleyways. We hear the hubbub of Frank Street, the commercial 

and business centre of the city. We take in the malodorous 

smells of dung from donkeys, horses and cows, the beasts of 

burden dedicated to carting carpets, utensils and the like, 

counterbalanced with the ecclesiastical aromas of incense, the 

perfumes of cologne and the essential oils of musk, lavender, 

geranium and rose. Coffee and tea houses of fashionable style 

extend down to the cordon. Europeans knew it as the Paris of 

the east.  

Suman’s objective is to bring back the memory of a history that 

has been erased. She sees the real fire of Smyrna in September 

1922, the complete destruction of the Greek and French 

quarters as the perfect metaphor of erasure. The expulsion of 

the European population enabled the new regime to reset the 

city in the Turkish image. With no evidence of people or places, 

stories would be forgotten. But nobody is free from the past, 

people’s history is in their DNA and it will out. 

Defne Suman was born in Istanbul and grew up on Prinkipo 

Island. She gained a Masters in Sociology from the Bosphorus 

University, then worked as a teacher in Thailand and Laos 

where she studied Far Eastern philosophy and mystic 

disciplines. She later continued her studies in Oregon and now 

lives in Athens with her husband. Her inspiration for The 

Silence of Scheherazade (which was published in English) was 

Jeffrey Eugenides’ book Middlesex. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

               

INVOKING THE MUSE IN YOU            
WRITER’S PODIUM 

 

 

 

Poets, songwriters, storytellers, novelists and playwrights! 

The podium is accepting of all subjects and writing forms that will be of interest to our membership.  The piece 

can be an excerpt of a longer work but for this purpose (Megisti Messenger) it may not exceed two A4 pages of 

12 point Times New Roman. The Podium committee will review all contributions before publication and have 

permission to correct spelling and grammar if necessary. 

Please send your contributions to:    Lefki Kailis        lkailis@yahoo.com            Thank you 

mailto:lkailis@yahoo.com
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CAZZIE TRIBUTE 
 

 
 

George Mavros 
 

George Mavros was a high profile Castellorizian-born politician who had a major impact on the politics of Greece after World War 

Two. A very high achiever and one of the most high-profile persons to come out of Castellorizo. 
 

George was born on Castellorizo on 15th  March 1909 to Ioannis George Mavros and Anna nee Kontouzoglou. His parents married on 

Castellorizo in 1905 and George had siblings Marigo, Maria, Stamatis, Evangelos and Filipos. 
 

He taught law at the University of Athens from 1937 to 1942, and became a politician following the liberation of Greece from the Axis 

Occupation, being elected to the Hellenic Parliament from 1946 onwards. He held cabinet posts as Justice Minister (1945), Minister for 

National Education (1946), Commerce and Industry (1949), Finance (1951), National Defence (1952) and Government Coordination 

(1963– 1965). 
 

He was governor of the National Bank of Greece, and in 1966 established the National Bank of Greece Cultural Foundation (MIET). 

After the Greek military junta of 1967– 1974, as part of the Centre Union – New Forces he served as Minister for Foreign Affairs and 

Deputy Prime Minister of Greece under Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis. Increasingly sidelined by Karamanlis' New 

Democracy, Mavros joined the Panhellenic Socialist Movement and was elected an MP with it in 1981, and an MEP in 1984. 
 

In 1974 and as one of Greece's eminent and most outspoken politicians, George was arrested as an “anarchist” after having made a 

series of statements criticizing the military-based regime that had ruled since a coup toppled President George Papadopoulos in 

November 1973. He was sent as a prisoner to the barren island of Yaros. However, worldwide publicity of his arrest and imprisonment 

brought about his release. Mavros was never brought before a court or given the chance to refute the charges against him. 
 

In 1978 George Mavros visited Australia and a reception was held for him in Perth. His Gregory relations were instrumental in arranging 

the function. George also went on to Melbourne to be part of the opening of the new Victorian Castellorizian clubrooms. 
 

George Mavros died in Athens on May 6, 1995 aged 86 years. A man of strong principles who stood up against the dictatorship and 

tyranny of the political scene during the turbulent years in Greece following World War Two. (The suggested names for the photo 

have been provided by Stan Kailis and Van Panegyres. Other suggestions will be gratefully received.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                  Perth WA Castellorizians welcoming George Mavros in 1978 

Tribute Compiled by Allan Cresswell, 

from: 

 

• Information from Nicholas Pappas 

• Castellorizo Genealogy Website 

• Online Internet Website Articles 
• Connie Gregory 

 

Photo includes: 

George Stavrianou 
Peter Gregory 
George Palassis 
Dr Mick Lekias 
Philip Mavros  
Chrissie Mavros 
Greg Gregory 
Eftihia Gregory 
Nick Palassis 
Con Gupanis 
Andonis Koufos 
Louie Battalis 
John Christofidis 
Tom Kalafatas 
Michael Tsolakis 
Katie Georgis 
John Kalafatas 
Jessie Zempilas 
Irene Kalafatas 
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ACTIVITIES AT CAZZIE HOUSE 
 

An impressive range of activities are undertaken at Castellorizian House, both by CAWA, such as cooking, culture and Kouvendas, and 

by external groups such as Hellenes Bridge Club and Tai Chi. The House is available for hire for community groups as well as private 

functions. 

 

 

      CASTELLORIZIAN HOUSE 

            A GREAT VENUE 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to make a Payment? 
 

Bank Transfers can be made to the Association for donations, membership payments, purchases, hall hire etc. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

CONTACTING YOUR COMMITTEE 
 

Jim Manifis (President):     0433 165 601 

Allan Cresswell (Vice-president)   0413 958 500 

Margaret-Anne Manifis-Quinn  

(Secretary):       0419 831 434 

Tony Kostarelas (Membership):   0419 965 869 

Helen Anastasas:       0421 644 163   

Voula Terzoudi (Hall Hire):    0452 504 790  

   (on week days after 4pm) 

 

 
 

 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
 

Contact Voula Terzoudi on 0452504790 after 4pm 

or email para.con@hotmail.com  

to discuss your needs and terms. 

 

Megisti Messenger 
We welcome contributions of photos (both past and present), 

stories (real and fictional), social news and articles to be 

considered for Megisti Messenger and the Culture and 

Heritage archives. 
 

Thank you to the regular contributors and wonderful proofers of the 

magazine – it’s a great community effort: Stephanie Meagher, Lefki 

Kailis, Allan Cresswell, Kevin Kannis, Stan Kailis, Rose Kalaf, 

John Yiannakis, Tina Kyros, Van Panegyres and all the CAWA 

committee members. 
 

Anita Verne           Stephanie Meagher  

               0407 922 783                 0450 609 491      

 

BANK DETAILS   Commonwealth Bank of Australia 

Account Name:   Castellorizian Association of WA 

BSB: 066 129  Account: 00800217 
 

REFERENCE/ MESSAGE:   

For Membership payment  - Use your member CODE so we can identify you 

For Donations   - Use “Donation SURNAME with first & middle initial” 

For Hall hire   - Use “Hire SURNAME with first & middle initial” 

 
Then send an email to let us know:   cazziewa@outlook.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due July 1, 2023 

Invoices will be enclosed in the July Megisti Messenger. Please keep us informed of changes to your contact details or 

circumstances. Pass on your email address so we can keep you informed of what’s happening. If you have any queries regarding 

your membership please contact our president, Jim Manifis or email cazziewa@outlook.com 

Single membership - $30  Household membership - $40 

Please support New Look Drycleaners who continue 
to look after our needs at Castellorizian House. 

 

 

mailto:cazziewa@outlook.com
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DONATIONS THANK YOU 
 

In-Memoriam Donations  -  For September 2022 to 6 April 2023 

DATE  DONORS IN MEMORY 
OF: 

December 2022  
Eva Boyatzis 

 
Nick Zounis 

 Theo Kakulas Nick Zounis 

 Anthony and Stacey Kannis George Frossos 

 Jan and Peter Barbouttis George Frossos 

 Family of Michael and Anne Kannis George Frossos 

 Con and Marilyn Tringas George Frossos 

 Kevin and Karen Kannis George Frossos 

January 2023  
Nicholas and Garry Spartalis 

 
Nick Zounis 

 Steve and Anita Filmer Nick Zounis 

 Chrissie Filmer Nick Zounis 

 Chrissie Filmer George Frossos 

 Chrissie Filmer George Petridis 

 Anthony and Jessie Zempilas and Family Nick Zounis 

 Despa McDonnell Nick Zounis 

 Peter and Rose Kalaf Nick Zounis 

 Theo and Loula Kakulas Byron Kakulas 

February Peter and Melba Kanganas Nick Zounis 

 Elaine Palassis Nick Zounis 

 Con and Olga Kailis and Family   Byron Kakulas 

 Peter and Melba Kanganas Byron Kakulas 

 Artemis Battalis Byron Kakulas 

 Anthony and Jessie Zempilas and family Byron Kakulas 

 Despa MacDonnell Byron Kakulas 

 Stavros Gabriel Byron Kakulas 

 Anthony and Jessie Zempilas and family Lola Tsolakis 

 George and Despo Demetriou (Adelaide) Lola Tsolakis 

 Merrill Kostarelas, Kriss Mavromatis, Despina Tanner and families Lola Tsolakis 

 Jerry and Christine Ventouras Lola Tsolakis 

March Kevin & Dianne Kounis Lola Tsolakis  

 Mary Nicholas Lola Tsolakis 

 Dena Christodoulou Lola Tsolakis  

 Despa McDonnell   Lola Tsolakis 

 Jenny Zounis Emanuel Cajaglis 

 Jenny Zounis Eugenia Nicolakis 

 Jenny Zounis Theofilis Kakulas 

 Anthony and Jessie Zempilas and family Theo Kakulas 

 Stavros Gabriel Theo Kakulas 

 Nellie and Bartley (dec.) Kakulas and family Theo Kakulas 

 Nellie and Bartley (dec.) Kakulas and family Byron Kakulas 

 Nellie and Bartley (dec.) Kakulas and family Nick Zounis  

April Chrissie Filmer Lola Tsolakis 

 Paul and Eva Tsolakis (Sydney) Lola Tsolakis 

 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

DATE DONORS 
September 2022 Katie Bellos 

 Agapitos Kanganas 

 Vange Kailis 

October 2022 Theo Mathews 

November 2022 Castellorizian Ladies Assoc of WA (Megisti) 

December 2022 Anonymous-XMAS Lunch 

January 2023 Anonymous - Happy Hour January 

February 2023 Anonymous - Apokries  
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WE ARE NOW HOME BASED! STILL SAME NUMBER AND EMAIL 

ADDRESS AND STILL NICK HERE FOR YOU! 

Our Lease ended and with staff difficult to find we decided best to be home based, so 

perhaps I can come to you to discuss your travel!  
We are still open 10am to 2 pm Monday to Friday. 

2023 has been a huge year for travel and prices have increased significantly! 

So if you are thinking about travelling in 2023, be it  Flights, Hotels, Cruises, 

Tours, Travel Insurance, Car Hire…we can do it all for you!  Let me know 

what you would like to do we can do the rest. So many offers available we 

can’t list them all! 

So call NICK MISSIKOS on (08  9221 9977) and visit 

www.owtravel.com.au            Proudly Supporting your Community since 1984 
 

nick@owtravel.com.au                                         Store email: travel@owtravel.com.au 

A/H Emergency 0418 912 884                             See us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/OWTEastPerth 
“Without a Travel Agent you are on your own!” 

 

187 Challenger Parade 

City Beach  WA 6015 
 

(08) 9385 7979 

www.odysseacitybeach.com.au 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Lunch & Dinner 

Daily from 11.30am to late 
 

The Castellorizian Association thanks 

Odyssea for their support. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.owtravel.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNick%40owtravel.com.au%7C0a9bc8405e484cf7222408d930c5c06a%7Ce0437e55dd9b4e648c1b96604a20efe3%7C0%7C0%7C637594448153169343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LH6zRmRMI3qBuXa1dyhG23pfMbY95WWnEZdxOspPXYM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nick@owtravel.com.au
mailto:travel@owtravel.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/OWTEastPerth

